“remembering the lord”

Ecclesiastes 12:1 – 7 
· The fact that we don’t know how long we have to live dictates that we should live every day full and fresh with maximum joy, passion, and gusto.  _________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In our last sermon, Solomon reminded us to enjoy our day  _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that we must accept the ongoing process of growing old, the debilitating effects of old age, and the final fact of death.  _______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon calls us to recollect, to recount, and to remember the Lord at every stage of life and during every season of living.  _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How should we remember the Lord?”  
1 – remember the lord  _____________________________  (v1)  
· The word “remember” means more than  _____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Regrettably, young people are the most likely to forget God.  _____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· For Solomon, the phrase “evil days” refers to sickness, sorrow, senility, and eventually death.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon is sharing with us what happens when a person forgets God in their youth.  __________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· True of the matter, Solomon is speaking of his own experience.  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The pattern is the same for us.  We no longer read our Bibles, we don’t pray,  ________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Do not wait until you are so old that you do not have much desire to do anything, because life has lost its pleasure.  _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 – remember the lord  _____________________________  (v2-5)  
· Each of these metaphors has two depiction or illustrations:  a HOUSE and a PERSON.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Notice in v2, Solomon compares the trouble of old age to a gathering storm.  _________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In v3 –  Keep of the House: __________________________________________________________
Strong Men:  _____________________________________________________________________
The Grinders:  ____________________________________________________________________
The Windows:  ___________________________________________________________________
In v4 – The Door:  _________________________________________________________________
The Grinding:  ____________________________________________________________________
Rise Up:  ________________________________________________________________________

Daughters of Music:  _______________________________________________________________
In v5 – Afraid:  ____________________________________________________________________
Almond Tree:  ____________________________________________________________________
Grasshopper:  ____________________________________________________________________

Desire:  _________________________________________________________________________

Long Home:  _____________________________________________________________________

· Here, Solomon reminds us that we should “remember God” when we’re old, before going to our eternal home, and before mourners go through the street lamenting.  ______________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 – remember the lord  _____________________________  (v6-7)  
· This verse [v6] pictures a well with a “winding wheel” for bring up a pitcher filled with water.  _____
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· When the machinery of life stops working, the water of life stops flowing  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Now in v7, Solomon proclaims that we should “remember God” before we are dead.  __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· To die is to return to the dust, the curse that God pronounced on Adam and upon all humanity.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Solomon is calling us to remember our Creator now, before all of these things happen to us.  
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Our salvation does not depend on our remembrance of God, but on God’s promise to remember us forever.  ____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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